
‘WE HAVE A CHANCE’
COPING WITH COVID: FINDING HOPE

Battling delayed seasons because of the coronavirus pandemic, coaches at Northwestern 
are keeping athletes motivated and conditioned for playing sports again in the spring

FINDING 
HOPEWith disappointment in the 

air for athletes, members 
of Northwestern’s coach-

LQJ�VWD൵�VWLOO�KDYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�
FRQWLQXH�FRDFKLQJ�DQG�DOORZ�WHDPV�WR�
compete this year.

Northwestern’s coaches say they 
KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�SRVLWLYH�DWWLWXGHV�WR-
ZDUG�FRQWLQXLQJ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKHLU�VHD-
sons, regardless of them being delayed.

Unlike most NCAA programs that 
KDYH�JRQH�RQOLQH�DQG�FDQFHOHG�FRPSH-
WLWLRQV��1RUWKZHVWHUQ�LV�VWLOO�RQ�FDPSXV�
and plans to play sports.

By DAVID THORNTON
Student Reporter
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Student athletes 
discuss how they 

feel about their sea-
sons being canceled 
— and how they’re 
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to grow. 
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News
COACHING: Northwestern coaches say they’ll continue 
to prepare their teams and players for future seasons

Continued from Page 1
Here is a look at how coaches 

are adapting to the reality of de-
layed athletic seasons.

SOCCER

“I wish we were playing this 
fall,” said Alex Piekarski, the 
head woman’s soccer coach. “But 
we are blessed to be here.”

Piekarski and his players were 
aware of the possibility of soccer 
being delayed. They were disap-
pointed when the news came, but 
they expected it, he said.

“I told my team just hours after 
I got the news,” he said. “We had 
a team meeting that night, and it 
SXW�D�GDPSHU�LQ�RXU�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ��
We have some savvy and intel-
ligent women on our team, and 
they saw the trends going on in 
other leagues.”

Piekarski said his team will be 
able to play in the spring.

“We are preparing to play 
games in February and March, 
and our team is excited for it,” he 
said.

The team’s training sessions 
for the season are simple and 
short, and Piekarski said he is 
making sure they are fun.

“Our ladies are happy to be 
back doing soccer again,” Piekar-
ski said. 

He said players will be doing a 
lot of physical testing, speed test-
ing and skill testing. He hopes to 
see improvement from his players 
later in the year.

7R� VWDUW� R൵� 3LHNDUVNL¶V� ¿UVW�
season at Northwestern, his most 
important goal is to see his play-
ers show real passion for the 
game, and to see that they are be-
ing the best they can be both on 
DQG�R൵�RI�WKH�¿HOG��

It’s “not a lot of competing 
against the opposition this year, 
but competing against ourselves,” 
he said.

FOOTBALL

Kentrez Bell, the Northwest-
ern football team’s wide receiver 
coach, is the newest member of 
WKH� IRRWEDOO� FRDFKLQJ� VWD൵��$V� D�
senior at Northwestern in 2019-
2020, he played as the team’s 
wide receiver.

)RU�WKH�IRRWEDOO�FRDFKLQJ�VWD൵��
the past month has been “unpre-
dictable,” Bell said.

The delay of the football sea-
VRQ�SXW�D�SDXVH�RQ�%HOO¶V�¿UVW�H[-
periences of being a coach. 

“I was honestly torn by the de-
cision on the season being pushed 
back because they canceled it a 
couple days before we were able 
to start practicing and getting 
things going,” he said. “I was 
excited to see the game from the 
coach’s viewpoint.”

The news that the season had 
been delayed took a toll on team 
members, Bell said.

“To hear that they came back 
to school to not get to play ball – I 

know it’s tough,” Bell said.
Fortunately, Bell said, the sea-

son is not over. Coaches continue 
to meet with players two times a 
week to talk about football and 
read playbooks. 

“We have weightlifting three 
times a week to keep their bod-
ies in shape, and we allow time 
for the players to come run routes 
and throw,” Bell said.

 
MEN’S BASKETBALL

“We have a chance to have a 
really fun season,” said Vinay Pa-
tel, the head coach of the men’s 
basketball team.

Aug. 14 was when Patel got 
the news of the season’s delay. 
Regardless of the men’s basket-
ball season being delayed, Patel 
said he still has high expectations 
for his team. Patel said he knows 
he has a good group of players 
this year.

“Initially, they were disap-
pointed,” Patel said when asked 
about how his team took the news 
of the delayed season. 

Patel said he made it clear to 
his team that this was the best way 
to ensure the team’s eligibility for 
the season. He reassured his play-
ers they will play the same num-
ber of games they had scheduled 
prior to the changes. 

“That information made them 
feel a lot better,” Patel said.

The team is practicing on the 
court together, doing things as 
safely as possible by wearing 
masks, practicing social distanc-
ing, and not using contact play 
until further notice. Players are 
using this time to “perfect the de-
WDLOV� RI� RXU� R൵HQVH� DQG� GHIHQVH��
and better our individual game,” 
Patel said.

Patel said he would use one 
word to describe the past month 
for him and his program: proac-
tive.

³,¶YH�FKDOOHQJHG�RXU�VWD൵�WR�EH�
proactive instead of reactive,” he 
said. “Be ahead of problems and 

make sure we are doing what’s 
best for our kids.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

“We received the news about 
the season being moved a couple 
of days before classes started 
when the girls were moving in,” 
Tasha Diesselhorst, the head 
women’s basketball coach, said. 
“I had a feeling this was a possi-
bility, so I was not surprised.” 

With things changing daily 
during the pandemic, you have to 
prepare yourself mentally for just 
about anything, she said.

Diesselhorst said she made 
sure to tell her team about the 
news before they heard it on so-
cial media. That was important, 
she said.

“We told the team on a Zoom 
meeting, and they were very posi-
tive in dealing with the news,” 
she said. “I am very proud of how 
this group has responded to the 
season being moved.”

The women’s basketball team 
comes in ready to work each day, 

she said.
“You wouldn’t know by 

watching them in workouts that 
their season is so far away,” Dies-
selhorst said.

With this extra time, team 
members are just having fun and 
working on getting to know each 
other. They are excited to have 
the opportunity to be in the gym 
practicing, she said.

“This team has really im-
pressed me thus far,” she said. 
“Their energy and passion for the 
game shows every day. They are 
a great group of girls that I look 
forward to seeing improve as the 
year goes on.”

TRACK AND FIELD/
CROSS COUNTRY

According to Jill Lancaster, 
the head cross country coach, 
PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� WUDFN� DQG� ¿HOG�
team as well as the cross country 
teams were all asking one ques-
tion: “What are we doing next?”

When the news came around 
to the team, Lancaster said she 

appreciated how the Great Ameri-
can Conference and university of-
¿FLDOV�KDQGOHG�WKH�QHZV�

“Looking out for our student 
athletes is superb,” she said. “And 
our communication is excellent 
here.”

Lancaster said she reminded 
her teams that this delay does not 
change their goals, though the 
training cycle will change. 

“We are a youthful team, and 
in all honestly, these training cy-
FOHV�ZLOO�SD\�R൵�IRU� WKHP�´�/DQ-
caster said. “We get better and 
better every year.”

Lancaster said she sees this as 
D�ELJ�EHQH¿W��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LW�
takes some of the stress of com-
SHWLWLRQ�R൵�RI�WKH�SOD\HUV�VR�WKH\�
may better themselves as athletes. 

“Olympians train all year but 
compete two or three times, and 
that’s for a reason: to expand their 
training cycle by accomplishing 
a lot more in training,” Lancaster 
said.

Lancaster said she is look-
ing forward to seeing personal 
growth from her athletes this 
year. Lancaster said she is also 
looking for maturity and growth 
in her players.

“You have a purpose,” she 
said.

The opportunity to keep in-
class education going is “pure 
joy,” Lancaster said.

VOLLEYBALL

Days before school began was 
when Fredrick Aubuchon, the 
head volleyball coach, received 
the disappointing information: 
Volleyball was delayed until late 
September. 

$W� ¿UVW�� KH� ZDV� KLJKO\� FRQ-
cerned, and he questioned how 
practices would go.

“We had really good commu-
nication with our team very ear-
ly,” Aubuchon said.

Aubuchon said he tried to be 
as transparent as possible with his 
team. 

“As more news came in, it 
was a lot less shocking to them 
because we prepared them,” he 
said. “We never wanted them to 
be surprised.”

Aubuchon said the pandemic 
LV�D�³¿UVW´�IRU�HYHU\RQH��VR�QR�RQH�
knows the correct way to conduct 
preseason and the season in gen-
eral.

“As coaches, we all talk, but 
we all don’t know the answers,” 
he said. “We just hope. Our focus 
is to just take care of the day.” 

It’s hard to do that when you 
see other universities playing, he 
said, but the athletic department 
WUXVWV� WKDW� R൶FLDOV� DUH� GRLQJ� WKH�
right things to keep people safe. 

Aubuchon said he is “remind-
ing our team there is going to be a 
tomorrow, and there is going to be 
a season, just in the spring.”

“So right now, let us focus on 
today,” he said. “Our focus is be-
ing better at volleyball.”

Photo by Jara Reeder 
Northwestern volleyball players practice in the university gym in this photo taken in September.

Photo by David Thornton 
Northwestern basketball players practice in the university gym.



Members of Northwestern’s 
Social Sciences Department have 
set up a display in the J.W. Martin 
Library commemorating the rati-
¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH���WK�$PHQGPHQW�

Professors prepared the dis-
play in honor of Constitution 
Day, which public universities 
UHFRJQL]H�DQQXDOO\�RQ�6HSW������

7KH� GLVSOD\� R൵HUV� LQIRUPD-
tion about the ways in which the 
:RPHQ¶V� 6X൵UDJH� 0RYHPHQW�
D൵HFWHG�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�KLVWRU\��VDLG�
Dr. Eric Schmaltz, the chair of the 
social studies department. 

The department is sponsoring 
the display in conjunction with 
the Endowed Institute for Citi-
zenship Studies at Northwestern.

HISTORY OF 

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

Women weren’t always giv-
en the right to vote in the United 
States. 

7KH���WK�$PHQGPHQW�ZDV�RI-
¿FLDOO\� UDWL¿HG� $XJ�� ���� ������
1HDUO\� ���PLOOLRQ� ZRPHQ� ±� DS-
proximately one-fourth of the 
QDWLRQ¶V� SRSXODWLRQ� ±� ZHUH� DEOH�
WR�YRWH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�RQFH�WKH�
DPHQGPHQW�ZDV�UDWL¿HG��VDLG�'U��

Jana Brown, a professor of histo-
ry.

In some western states, wom-
en had the right to vote before the 

amendment was passed. 
$IWHU� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� JDYH�

women the right to vote, other na-
tions around the world followed 

suit, she said.
:LWK� ����� EHLQJ� DQ� HOHFWLRQ�

year, it’s important for registered 
voters to understand how the right 

to vote has changed throughout 
history, Schmaltz said.

Brown obtained the display 
after reading that the National 
$UFKLYHV�ZHUH�JLYLQJ�DZD\�HGX-
cational materials for the anniver-
VDU\�RI�WKH�UDWL¿FDWLRQ��

She jumped on the opportunity 
to secure a display for Northwest-
ern, she said.

³7KH� 1DWLRQDO� $UFKLYHV� VHQW�
RXW� D� QRWLFH� LQ� 0DUFK� RU� $SULO�
and said they had some displays 
to give away,” she said. “I said, 
‘This is great.’”

In previous years, the univer-
sity has celebrated Constitution 
Day by hosting guest speakers 
who discuss the history of the 
document. 

The university couldn’t host 
speakers this year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, though 
Schmaltz said he hopes to have 
speakers return to campus for fu-
ture celebrations of Constitution 
Day.

The exhibit, which is now a 
part of the university’s permanent 
collection, may be viewed in the 
J.W. Martin Library during nor-
mal operating hours.

Three Northwestern profes-
sors have left their jobs since the 
VXPPHU�RI������� DQG� WKHLU� SRVL-
tions will remain vacant.

The English, social sciences 
and science departments all have 
vacant positions because teachers 
have left. Teachers in those de-
partments say they have heavier 
workloads in order to keep up 
with the amount of students in 
their classes.

Dr. Kathryn Lane, an associate 
professor of English, said having 
WKRVH�SRVLWLRQV�¿OOHG�ZRXOG�KHOS�
to lighten the load.

The English department is 
down one faculty member: pro-
fessor Jennifer Page. Page left 
LQ� ������ DQG�9LFWRULD� +HQGULFNV�
temporarily replaced her. But 
+HQGULFNV� FRXOG� QRW� VWD\� ORQJ�
because she was having a baby. 
3DJH¶V�SRVLWLRQ�UHPDLQV�XQ¿OOHG�

'U��5LFKPRQG�$GDPV� OHIW� WKH�
university during the summer of 
this year, and he was replaced by 
Dr. Matthew Lambert. 

Lane and other members of the 
English department started a job 
VHDUFK�WR�¿OO�3DJH¶V�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�
they received several job applica-
tions, she said. But the plug had 
to be pulled on the hiring process 
because of budgeting issues.

Lane said she plans to reeval-
uate the situation this year to see 

LI�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�VWLOO�QHHGV�WR�¿OO�
the position. She said it will ulti-
mately be left up to administra-
tors, but she and the other faculty 
members in the English Depart-
ment are arguing that it needs to 
EH�¿OOHG�

“The reality is that it limits the 
FODVVHV� ZH� FDQ� R൵HU�´� VKH� VDLG��
“and it means that composition 
classes have to be more full.”

Lane said she likes to give a 
lot of feedback to her students to 
help improve their writing.

+HU� FODVVHV� DUH� IXOO�� ZLWK� ���
students each. It makes it hard for 
her to give the students one-on-
one attention. It takes her several 
hours each night, she said, to get 
everything graded, and to give 
students feedback.

'U�� %R� +DQQDIRUG� DQG� RWKHU�
university administrators look at 
the budget each year to determine 

where to adjust funding. With a 
������ UHGXFWLRQ� LQ� 1RUWKZHVW-
ern’s state appropriations and 
lower enrollment because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, they did 
not feel like it was necessary for 
WKH� WLPH�EHLQJ� WR� UH¿OO� WKRVH�SR-
sitions. 

$GPLQLVWUDWRUV� ORRNHG� DW� GDWD�
and saw a higher number of stu-
dents taking concurrent classes 
in those departments and felt 
it would be a good way to save 
PRQH\� E\� QRW� ¿OOLQJ� WKH� YDFDQW�
positions at this time.

+DQQDIRUG� SODQV� WR� ORRN� RYHU�
the budget closely and monitor 
the number of students enrolling 
LQ� WKH� QH[W� VFKRRO� \HDU�� +H� VDLG�
he hopes to make a proposal to 
President Janet Cunningham and 
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
'U��'DYLG�3HFKD�WR�¿OO� WKRVH�SR-
sitions.
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Northwestern reports 
14 COVID-19 cases

Northwestern Oklahoma 
6WDWH� 8QLYHUVLW\� KDV� ��� DFWLYH�
student cases of the coronavi-
rus, a decrease of one case com-
SDUHG�WR�6HSW������XQLYHUVLW\�RI-
¿FLDOV�VDLG�

7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�KDG����DFWLYH�
FDVHV�6HSW�����R൶FLDOV�VDLG�

In a recent email to students, 
University President Janet Cun-
ningham said the total number 
RI� SRVLWLYH� &29,'���� FDVHV�
among Northwestern students 
includes cases at all of the uni-
YHUVLW\¶V� FDPSXVHV� LQ� $OYD��
Enid, and Woodward.

2൶FLDOV�GLG�QRW�LGHQWLI\�WKH�
students who tested positive for 
the virus. No university em-
ployees have tested positive for 
WKH�YLUXV��R൶FLDOV�VDLG�

2൶FLDOV� ¿UVW� UHSRUWHG� RQ�
$XJ�����WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�
ZKR� KDYH� &29,'����� $W� WKH�
time, six students had tested 
positive for it.

8QLYHUVLW\� R൶FLDOV� ZLOO�
report the number of active 
&29,'���� FDVHV� HDFK� )ULGD\�
on the university’s website, 
Cunningham said. To see the 
number of cases on all cam-

puses, visit https://www.nwosu.
edu/coronavirus/active-covid-
���FDVHV�QZRVX�

$V�RI�SUHVV�WLPH�:HGQHVGD\��
WKH�&LW\�RI�$OYD�KDG����FDVHV�RI�
the virus, though no new cases 
have been reported since Sept. 
��� 7ZHQW\�WZR� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�
who tested positive for the virus 
KDYH�UHFRYHUHG��OHDYLQJ�¿YH�DF-
tive cases in the city. No one in 
the city has died from the virus, 
R൶FLDOV�VDLG�

Woods County had 33 pos-
LWLYH� &29,'���� FDVHV� DV� RI�
press time. No new cases have 
EHHQ� UHSRUWHG� VLQFH� 6HSW�� ���
Twenty-seven people have re-
covered from the virus, leaving 
six positive cases in the county.

No one in the county has died 
IURP�WKH�YLUXV��R൶FLDOV�VDLG�

The State of Oklahoma had 
�������FDVHV�RI� WKH�YLUXV�DV�RI�
press time, data from the Okla-
KRPD�6WDWH�+HDOWK�'HSDUWPHQW�
VKRZV�� 2I� WKRVH� FDVHV�� �������
DUH� DFWLYH�� 6WDWHZLGH�� �������
people have recovered from the 
YLUXV��DQG�����SHRSOH�KDYH�GLHG�
from it.

7KH�8�6�� KDV�PRUH� WKDQ�����
million cases of the virus. More 
WKDQ� �������� $PHULFDQV� KDYH�
GLHG�IURP�LW��DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�����
million have recovered from it.

By JORDAN GREEN

News Editor

COVID ON CAMPUS

By LOGAN MERIWETHER

Student reporter

SUFFERING FOR SUFFRAGE
Constitution Day exhibit examines women’s impact on document

An exhibit in the Northwestern library is shown in this Wednesday photo. Northwestern professors have set up 

DQ�H[KLELW�FRPPHPRUDWLQJ�WKH�VLJQLQJ�RI�WKH�8�6��&RQVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�WKH�:RPHQ¶V�6X൵UDJH�0RYHPHQW�

Photo by Jordan Green

Jobs will remain vacant

By JORDAN GREEN

News Editor
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FINDING HOPE

Disappointing. Boring. Rough. At the same time, optimistic. Less stressed. Enthusiastic.
•

For Northwestern’s student athletes, the news that their athletic seasons had been canceled 
was upsetting. For some, their last chances of running for the 50-yard line or making the 

winning basket are gone. They feel hurt. They feel abandoned. 
•

But no matter how tough the situation is, Rangers are all doing one thing. They’re all

*ʔʃʅʋʇ�5ʋʆʆʎʇ

:ʑʏʇʐ¶ʕ�9ʑʎʎʇʛʄʃʎʎ

‘LESS STRESSED’

Gracie Riddle is a redshirt freshman on the volleyball team. 
She plays right side. She is a health and sports science major.

Q: How does it feel to have your season canceled?
A: Having our season canceled makes me feel honestly 

really bored, but also a little less stressed. I am a freshman, 
DQG�,�GH¿QLWHO\�ZDVQ¶W�SUHSDUHG�RU�H[SHULHQFHG�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�
VHDVRQ�LI�LW�ZHUH�WR�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�WKLV�IDOO��+DYLQJ�PRUH�WLPH�
WR�OHDUQ�DQG�ERQG�PRUH�ZLWK�P\�WHDPPDWHV�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�

PRUH�H[FLWHG�IRU�ZKDW�LV�WR�FRPH���

Q: What is it like to practice for games you may not 
play for months, if you ever get to play them at all? 
$��$V�RI�ULJKW�QRZ��ZH�DUH�WDNLQJ�WKLQJV�VORZ��UXQQLQJ�

WKURXJK�RXU�GHIHQVH�DQG�R൵HQVH�SOD\V�DQG�WDNLQJ�WKLQJV�RQH�
practice at a time and not going so fast. I believe, personally, 
WKLV�LV�JLYLQJ�RXU�YHWHUDQV�DQG�P\�IHOORZ�IUHVKPHQ�WLPH�WR�

remember and learn plays. 

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during practices?
$��&XUUHQWO\��,�DP�D�UHGVKLUW�IUHVKPDQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW��

QRUPDOO\��,�ZRQ¶W�JHW�SOD\LQJ�WLPH��DQG�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�JHW�WR�GR�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�SOD\HUV�JHW�WR�GR��%XW�VLQFH�VHDVRQ�LVQ¶W�
IRU�D�ZKLOH��XV�IUHVKPDQ�KDYH�EHHQ�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�LQYROYHG��

0RVW�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�VHH�D�UHGVKLUW�QH[W�WR�WKHLU�QDPH�DV�D�EDG�
VLJQ�DQG�WDNH�WKLQJV�HDV\�LQ�SUDFWLFH��EXW�,�GRQ¶W��,�ZDWFK�P\�
WHDPPDWHV�ZKHQ�,�DP�RQ�WKH�VLGHOLQHV�DQG�,�UHPLQG�P\VHOI�
WKDW��LI�,�ZRUN�KDUG�HQRXJK��,�FDQ�EH�DW�WKDW�OHYHO��DQG�P\�

teammates help me, too. When I get frustrated, they remind 
PH�WKDW�,�DP�QHZ��EXW�WKDW�,�DP�GRLQJ�D�JRRG�MRE�DQG�,�ZLOO�JHW�

there. It just takes time. 

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�\RXU�FODVV�
and work schedule?

$��,W�KDV�EHHQ�URXJK��,�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�IUHH�WLPH�ULJKW�QRZ��
ZKLFK�LV�VRPHWLPHV�JRRG��EXW�,�DOVR�KDYH�D�ORW�PRUH�WLPH�WR�
PLVV�P\�IDPLO\��,I�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�VHDVRQ��P\�VFKHGXOH�ZRXOG�EH�
SDFNHG��DQG�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�DV�PXFK�WLPH�WR�PLVV�WKHP��,�JRW�
P\�¿UVW�MRE�HYHU�RQO\�EHFDXVH�QRZ�,�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�IUHH�WLPH��
7KDW�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�FRDFK�GRHVQ¶W�NHHS�XV�EXV\��,�VWLOO�KDYH�DQ�
KRXU�DQG�D�KDOI�RI�VWXG\�KDOO�HYHU\�GD\��5LJKW�QRZ�MXVW�IHHOV�

like the end of senior year all over again. 

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season? 

A: Coach Aubuchan and Coach Cunningham, of course, 
DUH�XSVHW�DERXW�VHDVRQ�EHLQJ�FDQFHOHG��EXW�WKH\¶UH�GRLQJ�WKHLU�
SDUW�WR�NHHS�D�GH¿QHG�VFKHGXOH��7KH\�SODQ�RQ�XV�VWLOO�SOD\LQJ�
in the spring and are focused on building a strong team this 

\HDU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IUHVKPDQ�DQG�YHWHUDQV��7KH\�WU\�HYHU\�GD\�WR�
NHHS�XV�PRWLYDWHG�DQG�KDYH�RXU�H\HV�VHW�RQ�ZLQQLQJ�D�FKDPSL-

onship this year. 

— Interview by Ovell Patterson, student reporter

%ʔʋʎʇʛ�<ʗʐʍʇʔ
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‘AN OPPORTUNITY’

Briley Yunker, a sophomore pre-med biology major, is a 
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ¶V�FURVV�FRXQWU\�WHDP�

Q: How does it feel to have your season canceled?
$��,W¶V�UHDOO\�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ�EHFDXVH�,��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�

P\�RWKHU�WHDPPDWHV��ZDV�UHDOO\�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�VHDVRQ��
But also, you have to look on the bright side and think of it as 
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�JURZ�LQ�RXU�VSRUW�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�

improve ourselves.
Q: What is it like to practice for games you may not 

play for months, if you ever get to play them at all?
$��$JDLQ��LW¶V�UHDOO\�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��

\RX¶UH�OLNH��HYHQWXDOO\��ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�D�VHDVRQ��,W�PLJKW�
QRW�EH�WKLV�\HDU��,W�PLJKW�EH�QH[W�\HDU��,�WKLQN�DERXW�DWKOHWLFV�
DV�D�ZD\�WR�LPSURYH�\RXUVHOI�DQG�\RXU�FKDUDFWHU��QRW�MXVW�\RXU�
SK\VLFDO�DVSHFW��,�WKLQN�ZH�VKRXOG�DOO�MXVW�HQMR\�WKH�WLPH�ZLWK�
our teammates and think of it as an opportunity to improve 

ourselves and live a healthy lifestyle.
Q: What do you do to stay motivated during practices?
$��,�UHO\�D�ORW�RQ�P\�WHDPPDWHV��DQG�,�NQRZ�ZH�DOO�³GUDZ´�

IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�IRU�HQHUJ\�DQG�HQWKXVLDVP��DQG�VR�,�WKLQN�ZH�
all just try to have a good time.

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�\RXU�FODVV�
and work schedule?

$��,W�UHDOO\�KDVQ¶W�LPSDFWHG�LW�PXFK�EHVLGHV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
ZH¶UH�QRW�GRLQJ�RXU�FRPSHWLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�ZHHNHQG��$JDLQ��RQ�
the brighter side, it gives us more of an opportunity to focus 

RQ�VFKRRO��VR�WKDW¶V�QLFH
Q: How have your coaches responded to the 

cancellation of your season?
A: Coach Binkley and Coach Lancaster have been really 

optimistic and positive about it. They just try to keep our spir-
LWV�XS�DQG�ORRN�WRZDUGV�RXU�HYHQWXDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

— Interview by Kaylea Brown, student reporter

3ʃʔʔʋʕʊ�+ʇʙʋʖʖ

0ʇʐ¶ʕ�%ʃʕʍʇʖʄʃʎʎ

‘GET BETTER’

3DUULVK�+HZLWW��D�MXQLRU�KHDOWK�DQG�VSRUWV�VFLHQFH�PDMRU��LV�
D�JXDUG�RQ�WKH�PHQ¶V�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDP�

Q: How does it feel to have your season canceled?
$��,�ZLVK�LW�QHYHU�GLG��EXW�LW�GRHVQ¶W�IHHO�JRRG��%XW�DOO�ZH�

FDQ�GR�LV�JHW�EHWWHU�DQG�GR�UHDOO\�JRRG�ZKHQ�ZH�JHW�RXU�FKDQFH�
to play again.

Q: What is it like to practice for games you may not 
play for months, if you ever get to play them at all?
$��,W�VXFNV�EHFDXVH�ZH�GR�DOO�WKLV�KDUG�ZRUN�ZLWK�QR�UHZDUG�

RI�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�SOD\��EXW�,¶P�MXVW�KDSS\�WKDW�ZH�JHW�WR�EH�EDFN�
in the gym.

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during practice? 
A: Just getting better and being able to at least practice 

EHFDXVH�QRERG\�WKRXJKW�ZH�ZRXOG�HYHQ�EH�DEOH�WR�SUDFWLFH�
4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�\RXU�FODVV�

and work schedule?
$��,W�KDVQ¶W�FKDQJHG�PXFK�\HW�EHFDXVH�ZHUH�QRW�R൶FLDOO\�

LQ�EDVNHWEDOO�VHDVRQ�\HW��EXW�LW�SUREDEO\�ZLOO�ZKHQ�ZH�JHW�WR�
the season.

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season? 

$��5HDOO\�SRVLWLYH�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�ZDQW�XV�WR�SOD\��EXW�
WKH\¶UH�EHLQJ�VDIH�DQG�OHWWLQJ�XV�GR�DV�PXFK�ZRUN�DV�WKH\�FDQ�

— Interview by Ethan Everson, student reporter

For additional interviews, 
see Page 8
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‘TOGETHERNESS’

Kaitlyn Morphy, a sophomore health and sports science 
PDMRU��SOD\V�GHIHQVH�RQ�WKH�ZRPHQ¶V�VRFFHU�WHDP�

Q: How does it feel to have your season canceled?
$��,W¶V�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��EXW�,�IHHO�LW¶V�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�DV�ZHOO��

:H�JHW�WLPH�WR�SUHSDUH��7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�QHZ�JLUOV�RQ�WKH�
WHDP�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�SOD\HG�ZLWK�XV�\HW��VR�LW�LV�NLQG�RI�EHWWHU�

IRU�XV�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�VHDVRQ�WKDW�ZH�SRWHQWLDOO\�ZLOO�KDYH�LQ�
WKH�VSULQJ��:H�FRXOG�³JHO�WRJHWKHU´�DV�D�WHDP��2QFH�ZH�VWDUW�
SOD\LQJ�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��ZH�KDYH�DOUHDG\�SUDFWLFHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
bonded together because it takes time to get that togetherness.

Q: What is it like to practice for games you may not play 
for months, if you ever get to play them at all?

$��,W�GRHV�VXFN�WKDW�,�SRWHQWLDOO\�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�,�ZLOO�SOD\�RU�
not in the spring. I still like playing soccer. It is nice to get your 
IRRW�RQ�WKH�EDOO��HVSHFLDOO\�JRLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZHLJKW�URRP��,W�NHHSV�
XV�EXV\�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�ZH�DUH�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUGV�

VRPHWKLQJ��EXW�\RX�DUH��,Q�WKH�HQG��LW�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�\RX��

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during practices?
A: Being around my teammates. They are all so support-

LYH�LQ�PRWLYDWLQJ�PH�WR�ZDQW�WR�JHW�EHWWHU��2EYLRXVO\��MXVW�PH�
EHLQJ�P\VHOI��,�DOZD\V�ZDQW�WR�JHW�EHWWHU��7KH�WHDP�LV�UHDOO\�

VXSSRUWLYH�ZLWK�WKDW��,�IHHO�OLNH�WKH�JLUOV�DUH�MXVW�YHU\�VXSSRUWLYH�
ZLWK�WKH�H[WUD�³SXVK´�HDFK�GD\��,�OLYH�UHDOO\�IDU�EHFDXVH�,�DP�
IURP�&DQDGD��,�FDQ¶W�HYHQ�JR�KRPH�XQWLO�&KULVWPDV��,�DP�KHUH�
IRU�WKH�ORQJ�KDXO��,�DP�KHUH�IRU�D�SXUSRVH��,¶P�KHUH�WR�GR�VRFFHU�
DQG�JHW�D�GHJUHH��,W�LV�QLFH�WR�KDYH�\RXU�WHDP�ZKR�PDNHV�LW�IHHO�

like a big family, especially during this time. 

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�\RXU�FODVV�
and work schedule?

$��,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZRXOG�QRW�D൵HFW�P\�FODVV�VFKHGXOH��EXW�LW�
KDV��/DWHO\��ZLWK�VRFFHU��REYLRXVO\��ZH�DUH�EXV\��EXW�ZH�DUH�QRW�

as busy. Just like me being really busy makes me feel more 
VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�D�ZD\��,�JHW�PRUH�VWX൵�GRQH�ZKHQHYHU�,�KDYH�

VRFFHU��,W�UHDOO\�KHOSV�ZLWK�VFKRRO��DQG�ODWHO\��ZH�DUH�EXV\�ZLWK�
VRFFHU��DQG�ULJKW�QRZ��LW�LV�QRW�DV�EXV\�

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season?

$��,�WKLQN�WKH\�UHVSRQGHG�UHDOO\�ZHOO��,�IHHO�OLNH�WKH\�DUH�
GRLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�LW�WDNHV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�DUHQ¶W�GRLQJ�FRQWDFW��
ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�WHFKQLFDO�DQG�WDFWLFDO��7KH\�DUH�VWLOO�PDNLQJ�RXU�
SUDFWLFHV�H൶FLHQW�ZKHUH�WKH\�EHQH¿W�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ��/LWWOH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�RXU�FRDFKHV�GR�ZLWK�&29,'�JXLGHOLQHV�LV�JRRG��

such as social distancing and masks.

— Interview by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche, student 
reporter

‘HAVING HOPE’

Mya Johnson, a redshirt junior health and sports science 
PDMRU��SOD\V�FHQWHU�RQ�WKH�ZRPHQ¶V�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDP�

Q: How does it feel to have your season canceled?
$��,W¶V�SUHWW\�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��,�ZDV�YHU\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�

VHDVRQ�DQG�KRZ�IDU�,�EHOLHYH�ZH�FRXOG�JR��
Q: What is it like to practice for games you may not 

play for months, if you ever get to play them at all?
$��,W¶V�OLNH�\RX�VDLG��:H�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�SOD\��VR�WKHUH�LV�

VRPH�W\SH�RI�KRSH�RU�FKDQFH�WKDW�ZH�PD\�SOD\��DQG�MXVW�KDYLQJ�
hope of actually playing this year makes me really push and 
SUDFWLFH�EHFDXVH�,�ZDQW�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�VKDSH�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�

VHDVRQ�ZH�PD\�KDYH�
Q: What do you do to stay motivated during practices?
A: Again, like I said, the fact that it is still up in the air that 
ZH�PD\�KDYH�D�VHDVRQ�LV�DOO�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ�WKDW�,�QHHG�
4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�\RXU�FODVV�

and work schedule?
$��5HDOO\�KDVQ¶W�D൵HFWHG�P\�FODVVHV�RU�P\�ZRUN�VFKHGXOH�

EHFDXVH�P\�FRDFKHV�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�SUDFWLFHV�GRHVQ¶W�LQWHUIHUH�
ZLWK�RXU�FODVVHV�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�VFKRRO�LQ�JHQHUDO��&RDFK�>'LHV-

selhorst] looks at all of our schedules, and she picks a time slot 
HYHU\ERG\�LV�IUHH��DQG�WKDW¶V�ZKHQ�ZH�SUDFWLFH�

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season?

$��,�IHHO�OLNH�\RX�IRXQG�LW�SUHWW\�ZHOO�DJDLQ��/LNH�,�VDLG�LQ�
D�SUHYLRXV�VWDWHPHQW��WKHUH�VWLOO�PLJKW�EH�D�VHDVRQ��VR�VKH¶V�
kind of clinging onto the hope of us still playing. It is still 
DSSURDFKLQJ�WKH�VHDVRQ��«�6R�ZH�VWLOO�KDYH�SUDFWLFHV��VWDUW�

FRQGLWLRQLQJ��:H�VWLOO�KDYH�DOO�ZHLJKW��EXW�VKH�GRHV�PDNH�SUH-
FDXWLRQ�VLQFH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�D�SDQGHPLF���

— Interview by Jara Reeder, photo editor

0ʛʃ�-ʑʊʐʕʑʐ
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‘MORE TIME’

Quinlan Ganther, a freshman health and sports 
science major, is a member of the Northwestern 

football team. He plays quarterback.

Q: How does it feel to have your season 
canceled?

A: I’m kind of disappointed because, coming in 
the summer and everybody working out, it was only 
a couple of freshmen that came, and then the whole 
summer doing all this working out, then everybody 

moved in. Right after my parents left, everybody gets 
an email talking about how the season is canceled, so 
then we had a team meeting about it. Everything just 

got pushed back.

Q: What is it like to practice for games you 
may not play for months, if you ever get to play 

them at all?
A: I’m not going to say it’s pointless, because I’m 

a freshman, so I’m really practicing for long-term, 
for next year and the year after. It’s really a learning 
experience because now I get a lot more time to get 
the playbook down, and to really get my “feel” of it. 
In a regular season, you come to fall camp, and right 
after that, you’re in season, so us freshmen, we’ve 

got a lot more time to get everything into us.

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during 
practices?

A: I think about the reason why I’m here. The 
doubts and the people saying I wouldn’t have gone 
D2, and my friends and family who have supported 
me throughout this whole journey. It keeps my head 

up and keeps me going.

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�
your class and work schedule?

$��,W�UHDOO\�KDVQ¶W�D൵HFWHG�DQ\WKLQJ��7KH�FRDFK-
es do a pretty good job at having our schedules 

set. Monday, Wednesday, Friday, we lift, and then 
Tuesday, Thursday we have position meetings, so it’s 

nothing crazy.

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season?

A: They’ve really been just trying to keep 
everybody in Alva because he knows everybody is 
like, “What are we going to do?” “Are we going to 

leave?” or “Should I leave?” Everybody is just ques-
tioning everything.

— Interview by Kaylea Brown, student reporter

$ʕʊʖʑʐ�7ʗʅʍ
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‘NOT BAD’

Ashton Tuck, a sophomore chemistry major, is a 
member of the Northwestern golf team.

Q: How does it feel to have your season 
canceled?

A: It’s really disappointing to have our season be 
canceled, but our coaches have done such a great 
job getting us to stay positive about it. We are just 

thankful for every day that we get to spend in-person, 
on-campus. We know how hard the decision was 
to make, and we know it was made with all of the 

athletes’ best interests at heart.

Q: What is it like to practice for tournaments 
you may not play for months, if you ever get to 

play them at all?
A: It’s not bad at all. I’m doing something I love a 

lot. Golf has been one of my greatest loves for a long 
time, and my routine doesn’t feel complete with-

out it. Whether or not we get to play, we’re all still 
working our hardest and improving in hopes that we 

will get to play.

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during 
practices?

A: The thing I do to stay motivated is think of my 
SDUHQWV�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�VDFUL¿FH�WR�DOORZ�PH�WR�
get to play this sport that I love and all the countless 
hours they’ve spent at tournaments, driving me to 

lessons, sitting with me on the range, and being my 
biggest supporters. I just want to make them proud 
because I am beyond thankful for the opportunities 

they’ve given me.

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�
your class and work schedule?

$��,W�KDVQ¶W�D൵HFWHG�LW�WKDW�PXFK��*ROI�LV�DQ�
individual sport, and we are all free to go out and 

practice as much as we want, so we all spend quite 
a bit of time practicing on our own. Everyone is still 

working really hard despite the circumstances.

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season?

A: My coaches have been the reason that all of us 
have been able to stay positive about this situation. 
They remind us all the time how lucky we are to 

be able to be on campus and have the opportunities 
we have. They’re incredibly supportive, not only in 
golf, but outside of that, too. And they support us all 
as people, not just as players. ... They haven’t been 

negative about the situation once when it’s most 
GH¿QLWHO\�D�ORW�HDVLHU�WR�FRPSODLQ��WKDQ�LW�LV�WR�¿QG�

the bright side.

— Interview by Destiny Gardner, student reporter

7ʋʏʑʖʊʛ�-ʃʅʑʄʕʑʐ
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‘POSITIVE’

Timothy Jacobson, a sophomore instrumental edu-
cation major, is a member of the men’s cross country 

team.

Q: How does it feel to have your season 
canceled?

A: It’s not our favorite thing, but since we know 
we are having a season in the spring, we are just 

preparing for that.

Q: What is it like to practice for games you 
may not play for months, if you ever get to play 

them at all?
A: Using our time to practice and get to know 

each other. Building the team chemistry.

Q: What do you do to stay motivated during 
practices?

A: We give each other encouragement. If we 
know someone is down, we can encourage them.

4��+RZ�KDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�\RXU�VHDVRQ�D൵HFWHG�
your class and work schedule?

A: Without the season in the fall, it gives me a 
lot more free time on the weekends to hang out with 

friends, practice band and study.

Q: How have your coaches responded to the 
cancellation of your season?

A: The coaches have been as positive as can be, 
encouraging us to be ready for spring and to use this 

time to stay on top of classes.

— Interview by Trinity St. Andrews, 
student reporter

FINDING HOPE, CONTINUED
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News
SHOWING OFF

Contestants in the Woods 

County Fair’s annual horse show 

exhibited their horses Friday in 

the livestock barn at the fair-

grounds. Because of the corona-

virus pandemic, the fair was a 

shortened, one day-event. 

1. Contestants prepare to back 

their horses up at the request of 

the judge as part of the walk-trot 

competition.

2. Bentley Tomberlin placed 

fourth in the walk-trot competi-

tion.

3. Spectators watch contestants 

in the horse show.

4. Cindy Tomberlin, fore-

ground, rides her horse around 

the arena with Jennifer Greve, 

background.

���+LOODU\�+XUVW�SODFHG�¿UVW�LQ�
the walk-trot category, followed by 

Cindy Tomberlin in second place 

and Jennifer Greve in third.

1

2 3

4 5Photos by Jordan Green
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Have you forgotten?

$OYD�¿UH¿JKWHUV�RQ�)ULGD\�GLVSOD\HG�D�ODUJH�$PHULFDQ�ÀDJ�RQ�D�ODGGHU�WUXFN�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW�LQ�PHPRU\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�GLHG�LQ�WKH�6HSW�����������WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�
Photo by Jordan Green 




