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Woods County voters will vote
whether to raise property taxes to
fund EMS services.
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2020 ELECTION
Criminal
justice,
healthcare
measures
on ballot

By GEORGE SMITH
Student Reporter

Oklahomans will vote on state
questions affecting criminal jus-
tice and healthcare when they go
to the polls Nov. 3.

State Question 805, if ap-
proved by voters, will lower the
amount of time served in prison
for people convicted of nonvio-
lent crimes by ending the use of
sentence enhancements.

State Question 814, if ap-
proved, would take payments to
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the state’s Tobacco Settlement
Endowment Trust, also known as
TSET, and use that money to help
fund the state’s recently expanded
Medicaid program.

WHAT IS A STATE
QUESTION?

Students get two-day [Eass
break after snow, ice i
cover Woods County

“State Questions are measures
to change Oklahoma laws or the
state constitution that appear on
the ballot for all voters. They can
be added to the ballot by the Leg-
islature or by an initiative petition
from citizens,” a statement on the
Oklahoma Policy Institute’s web-
site reads.

See QUESTIONS, Page 11

Above: Evan Wahpekeche and
Juan Dominguez fall off a sled
on a country road north of Alva
on Monday. At right: Snow cov-
ered a decorative pumpkin at
Northwestern President Janet
Cunningham’s home. Classes
were canceled at Northwestern
on Monday and Tuesday after
snow and ice covered the region,
and Northwestern students spent

their time sledding and enjoying
the wintry weather. The snow
came just days before Halloween,
covering some fall decorations
and coating the leaves of green
trees. Though the university can-
celed fall break because of the
coronavirus pandemic, students
said they enjoyed an early, but
informal, winter break. For more
photos, see Page 6 in the News.

Photos by Jordan Green

Haunted hay maze offers safe, spooky way to celebrate Halloween

By NICK DILL
Student Reporter

Employees with Bradt’s Menagerie set
up a hay maze every year during the fall,
but they add a twist to it by having a haunt-
ed hay maze.

The haunted hay maze occurs only three
days out of the year from Oct. 29 to Oct. 31
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. each night.

JoDe Bradt, co-owner of the Menagerie,
said the maze has about 1,000 round bales
of hay. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday
before Halloween, employees put some
“scarers” in the maze. She said there’s also
a scavenger hunt throughout the maze.

Jerad Bradt, co-owner of the Menagerie,
said it takes a couple of days of preparation
to set up the maze. He said workers have to
place props throughout the maze, including
a large coffin, a smoke machine, and lights

and sound equipment. JoDe Bradt said it’s
not a huge transition, but that it takes a lot
of preparation time.

The haunted hay maze costs $5 per per-
son, and there is no capacity limit.

“If people are concerned about being
in close quarters, it’s a large outdoor area,
and there is plenty of room to spread out,”
JoDe Bradt said. “We have made the path-
ways even wider than we have in the past
so that people can continue to distance.”

Jerad Bradt said workers have put hand
sanitizer at each stamp station.

The haunted hay maze includes a lot of
volunteers.

“We normally have 30 to 40 people, but
it depends,” Jerad Bradt said. “Halloween
night kind of scares us trying to get volun-
teers. Several of our volunteers are adults,
and they want to go trick-or-treating with
their kids.”

See HAY MAZE, Page 3
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DECISION 2020

Find out where, when and how to vote in the Nov. 3 presidential election

Voters across the nation will head to the
polls Nov. 3 to elect the United States pres-
ident and other government officials across
the nation. Here’s some basic information
about when to vote, where to vote and what
names will be on the ballot.

EARLY VOTING

Early voting is open Thursday and Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Early voting is conducted
at the Woods County Election Board office
in the county courthouse.

ELECTION DAY

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Nov. 3. Lines are possible at peak voting
times.

Wait times will likely be shortest mid-
morning and mid-afternoon. Anyone in
line to vote at 7 p.m. will be allowed to cast
a ballot.

CHECKING REGISTRATION

Those who need to look up their polling
place or verify their registration can access
the information on the Oklahoma State
Election Board’s website: http://www.elec-
tions.ok.gov.

Those who vote by mail can also check
the status of their ballots using the online
voter tool.

Sample ballots are available at the coun-

ty election board office and on the state
website under the “voter tools” tab.
ID REQUIREMENTS

Oklahoma law requires every voter
who votes in-person at the precinct polling
place or during early voting at the county
election board to show proof of identity be-
fore receiving a ballot.

There are three ways for voters to prove
their identity under the law (only one form
is required): a valid photo ID issued by a
federal, state, or tribal government; the
free voter identification card issued to ev-
ery voter by the county election board; or a

LOCAL BALLOT

Photo by Jordan Green
An American flag waves at the Alva Municipal Cemetery in this November 2019 file photo.

signed affidavit. (If the information on the
affidavit matches official voter registration
records, the ballot will be counted after
Election Day.)

To obtain a new voter ID card, call 580-
327-1452.

DISABLED VOTERS

Polling places have accommodations
for: physically disabled voters who can-
not enter the polling place; those who need
help marking their ballots; blind or visually
disabled voters; and illiterate voters.

They may be assisted by a person the

voter chooses. In all cases, a person provid-
ing such assistance may not be the voter’s
employer, an agent of the employer, or an
officer or agent of the voter’s union.

A person providing assistance also must
swear or affirm that the voter’s ballots will
be marked in accordance with the voter’s
wishes.

Alternatively, all blind, visually im-
paired, and physically disabled voters in
Woods County may use the audio-tactile
interface. This is a feature offered on all
Oklahoma voting devices during early vot-
ing and during Election Day.

I’VE MOVED

Voters who have moved since the last
election, but who have not transferred their
voter registration to their new address, may
do so on Election Day by going to vote at
the polling place where their registration
has been in the past.

While voting, they may fill out a form
instructing the county election board to
transfer their registration to the new ad-
dress before the next election.

DON’T CHEAT

Any violation of election law will be
reported to the proper law enforcement
authorities. Electioneering is not allowed
within 300 feet of a ballot box.

NATIONAL BALLOT

INITIATIVE PETITION NO.
421

Shall Woods County, Okiahoma, form an
Emergency Medical Service District,
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TO VOTE:
FILL IN THE BOX NEXT TO YOUR
CHOICE(S) LIKE THIS:

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICERS

COURT OF CRIMINAL
APPEALS DISTRICT 3

FOR UNITED STATES

Shall GARY L. LUMPKIN of the OKLAHOMA
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS be retained

SAMPLE

i

This measure seeks to add a new Article Il-A
1o the Oxlahoma Constitution. This new Article
excepts and does not apply o persons who
have ever been convicted of a violent felony. It
would prohibit the use of a former felony
conviction to increase the statutorily allowable
base range of punishment for 2 person
subsequently convicted of a felony. Individuals
who are currently incarcerated for felony
sentences that were enhanced based on one
‘or more former felony convictions, and whose
sentences are greater than the maximum
sentence that may currently be imposed for
such felonies, may seek sentence modification
in court. The new Article sets forth a detailed
process for such sentence modification,
including but not limited to requirements for a
hearing, appointment of counsel for indigent
petitioners, and notification of victims, and
requires that the court impose a modified
sentence no greater than the current maximum
sentence which may be imposed on a person

contains 2 severabiliy clause.
SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED?

[JFOR THE PROPOSAL -
YES

[_JAGAINST THE
PROPOSAL - NO

STATE QUESTION NO. 814
LEGISLATIVE
REFERENDUM NO. 375

This measure seeks to amend Article 10,
Section 40 of the Cklahoma Constitution
(Section 40), which directs proceeds from the
State's settiements with or judgments against
tobacco companies. Curtently, Section 40
directs 75% of proceeds to the Tobacco
Settiement Endowment Trust Fund (TSET
Fund), where earnings may only be used for
tobacco prevention programs, cancer
research, and other such programs to maintain
or improve the health of Oklahomans.
Meanwhile, the remaining 25% of proceeds
are directed to a separale fund for the
Legislature (Legislative Fund). The Legislature
can also direct some of that 25% to the
Attomey General.

This measure amends Section 40 to reduce
the percentage of proceeds that go into the
TSET Fund from 75% to 25%. As a result, the
remaining 75% will go (o the Legislative Fund
and the Legislature may continue to direct a
portion to the Attorey General.

The measure would also restrict the use of the
Legislative Fund. Section 40 currently states
only that the Legislative Fund is subject to
legislative appropriation. If this measure
passes, money from the Legislative Fund must
be used to get federal matching funds for
Oklahoma's Medicaid Program.

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED?
[JFOR THE PROPOSAL -
YES

[JAGAINST THE
PROPOSAL - NO

composed of all of Woods County, for the
purpose of providing ambulance services to all
county residents to levy a special annual
recurring ad valorem fax of three (3) mills on
the doliar of assessed valuation, untillavfully

= OFFICIAL BALLO! PRECINCI [BUUUE-REGN
= GENERAL ELECTION
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= STATE QUESTIONS COUNTY QUESTIONS

== | STATE QUESTION NO. 805 | PROPOSITION

=

=

repealed, in addition to all other levies, upon
the assessed valuation of all taxable property
in Woods County, Oklahoma, real and
personal, under the authority of Articie 10,
Section Sc of the Oklahoma Constitution
effective in the 2021 Tax Year and thereafter,
with the proceeds of such tax levy to be
allocated among the existing ambulance
service providers furnishing ambulance
services in Woods County, and their
successors, as assessed and levied each tax
year vithin each service area located within
Woods County and paid to the existing
ambulance provider, or thelr successor,
principally located and/or serving the majority
of the residents of Woods County ithin such
senvice area, be approved?

convicted of the same felony with no former | [ FOR THE

felony convictions, and which resuls in no :

greater time served in prison than unde: the PROPOSITION - YES
original sentence. It establishes an appeal

procedure, provides an effecive date,and | [__JAGAINST THE

PROPOSITION - NO

that will be open are
based on ZIP codes.
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INDEPENDENT

5 SENATOR bl
LOCAL POLLING Correct Incorrect (Vote for One) EYES
- [1JIM INHOFE
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Astraight party vots is a vole for all CIROBERT MURPHY JUDGES OF THE OKLAHOMA
cendiduies of et party T1 puiomn saces. UEERTARAN COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS
g [JABBY BROYLES
The polllng places STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING DEMOGRAT COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS
(Vote for One) [JJOAN FARR DISTRICT 1 - OFFICE 2
INDEPENDENT

Shall JANE P. WISEMAN of the OKLAHOMA
COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS be retained in

FOR UNITED STATES CIves
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LIFE-SAVING VOTE?

Woods County voters will decide whether to raise taxes, create EMS district

By SEAN DOHERTY
Student Reporter

Woods County voters will de-
cide on Nov. 3 whether to supple-
ment funds to all emergency med-
ical service stations in the county.

A proposal to establish a 522
EMS district in Woods County is
on the ballot this year. Since 1976,
522 EMS districts in Oklahoma
can be formed from a school dis-
trict, incorporated city or town or
county.

These districts, named after
Oklahoma State Question 522,
which allowed for their forma-
tion, may then establish an annu-
al recurring ad valorem tax levy
of not more than three mills per
dollar of assessed valuation of all
taxable property in the district for
EMS operations.

If the proposal passes, begin-
ning during the 2021 tax year,
Woods County property owners
would supplement funds to all
three EMS stations: Alva, Free-
dom and Waynoka.

This tax is an addition to the
current property taxes in the
county, and will recur every year
until a proposition to repeal it ap-
pears on a future ballot.

Why should any NWOSU
students care? Students or facul-
ty that don’t pay taxes in Woods
County aren’t affected. But for
those who live here or plan to
stay after graduation, this vote is
important.

Julie Dennis, director of Alva
EMS, is a member of a task force
that came together to get this
proposal on the ballot. She and
the other members of the task
force say this tax will provide a
constant funding stream that will
provide financial flexibility to
all three EMS stations, while si-
multaneously creating a funding
mechanism for capital improve-
ments and updates.

The proposal would also offer
improved control and better coor-
dination and cooperation.

“It will ensure more effective
coverage for our service,” Den-
nis said. “With the current trend
of the state regulations increasing

Photo by Michelle Willson

A sign encouraging Woods County voters to support a proposal creating a county EMS district is shown in the
foreground, while a sign urging voters to vote against the proposal is shown in the background in this photo.

the needs and requirements to be
met to maintain current license ...
this would produce and provide a
mechanism in which we could
potentially purchase that equip-
ment that we need.”

Each EMS district in the coun-
ty is different. Alva EMS is a
full-time, paid ambulance service
funded by a percentage of the city
sales tax and EMS charges after
ambulance runs. They average
1000 runs each year.

Waynoka EMS is a paid vol-
unteer service, which means their
EMTs get paid a small amount
for covering shifts funded by city
sales tax, EMS charges, and a
mandatory subscription on Way-
noka residents’ utility bills. Way-
noka EMS had approximately
200 runs last year.

Freedom EMS is a volunteer
service. Paramedics don’t get
paid, patients are not charged for
EMS runs and any funding the
EMS service receives is from do-
nations or fundraising. They had
about 50 runs last year.

If the proposal passes, the tax

would generate approximately
$645,000 annually. The Woods
County commissioners would
nominate three individuals from
each EMS station to serve on a
board to oversee allocation of
these funds to each EMS district.

“It’ll have to be a joint venture
between the cities and this board,”
said Randy McMurphy, chair of
the Woods County Commission-
ers. McMurphy said the board
will not have any administrative
power over the EMS stations.

“I’m not this board,” he said.
“It’s just an oversight to see that
the funds are spent right where
they need to be spent.”

Dennis reiterated that each
EMS station would still be oper-
ated independently.

“How (the proposal) is written,
it would form an EMS district,
not a county-wide EMS service,”
Dennis said. “That district is a
special taxation district that will
contract with the existing agen-
cies that are providing coverage
in that area.”

However, the board would

provide an opportunity for all
three stations to help each other.

“It will allow us to see exact-
ly where there might be a short-
fall in another service,” Dennis
said. “If there’s a shortfall there,
it might allow for us the oppor-
tunity to step up and help them
in that area, or vice-versa. Hav-
ing people come together on the
board can never hurt because
we’re coming together to discuss
the mutual issues. And I mean,
the only thing that can come from
that is increased coordination and
cooperation.”

The constant funding stream
the 522 district tax levy would
provide gives the three EMS sta-
tions some breathing room finan-
cially.

“It gives us more flexibili-
ty,” Dennis said. “We have the
ability to put more money into
equipment and more money into
a person. We have the ability to
put more money into training,
those types of things. It allows
the coordination and cooperation
that we already have among three

services to function better and
more efficiently because we’re
not struggling financially.”

Supporters of the 522 proposal
say the constant revenue from the
mill levy will help stabilize unpre-
dictable sales tax funds.

“We may have $300,000 in
sales tax one month, but we may
only have $150,000 the next
month,” Dennis said. “It’s not a
constant, steady stream. What
this tax is going to do is to help us
plan for the future. We will have
a good estimate from now going
forward.”

“It’s a really small amount to
pay for a service,” McMurphy
said.

COST TO TAXPAYERS

According to Woods County
Assessor Renetta Benson, there is
a simple equation to calculate the
additional taxes a property own-
er will pay. The current assessed
value of the property, multiplied
by .003 ($3.00 of every $1,000 of
assessed property value is taxed)
equals the yearly increase in taxes
for the property owner.

The assessed value of real es-
tate property like land and struc-
tures attached to that land is cal-
culated by multiplying the market
value of the property by the as-
sessment rate of 11.5% (.115).
Personal property is assessed at a
rate of 12% (.12).

For example, if the assessed
value of a real estate property is
$50,000, the additional tax the
property owner would pay is
$17.25. If the assessed value of
their personal property is also
$50,000, the additional tax would
be $18.00, for a grand total of
$35.25.

The position of the opposition
to the 522 EMS district tax is sim-
ple: No more taxes. But McMur-
phy counters.

“I don’t like more taxes either,
but I do like to know when I am
paying taxes where it’s going,”
McMurphy said. “The best way
I can put it...who would want
to send their kids to college at
Northwestern if there wasn’t an
ambulance service available?”

HAY MAZE: Bradt's Menagerie event made poss:ble by volunteers

Continued from Page 1
Jerad Bradt said one question
he gets all the time is whether the
maze is appropriate for young
children, especially children
around the age of 6. He said the

answer depends on the child.
“There are some people that
say, ‘Oh, that wasn’t even scary,’
and that’s OK because maybe
you’re watching some really
freaky movies, and so you’re not

scared by these things,” JoDe
Bradt said.

Jerad Bradt said he likes that
his family has the maze to offer.
He said Alva has had haunted
houses in the past, but they have
all fizzled out.

JoDe Bradt agreed. She said
it’s fun to see the costumes come
through the hay maze.

“We are blessed that people
want to come out,” she said.

At left, the hay
maze at Bradt’s
Menagerie is
shown in this
aerial photo
taken from a
drone in fall 2019.

File photo
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Photo by Jordan Green
A truck drives on snow-covered Oklahoma Boulevard on
Monday after street crews sanded and salted Alva roads.

Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche

Merry Halloween

Campus glistens and students play in late October snow

Plants and flowers around campus were still green when
snow fell late Sunday night and early Monday morning.

Photo by Jordan Green

Rangers Noah Rodriguez and Steven Shin ride a sled towed by a pickup truck Monday afternoon on a country road north of Alva.
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Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche

Plants and flowers around campus were still green when snow fell late Sunday night and early Monday morning.

The Ranger statue was covered with a light dusting of snow on Monday.

Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche

A university maintenance worker uses a skid-steer to clear snow on sidewalks near Ryerson Hall on Tuesday.

By SHANNON NESSERALLA
Student Reporter

It’s 4:30 a.m. Lights turn on,
and yells from drill sergeants fill
the bay. This is what trainees ex-
perience on the first morning of
basic training.

Deciding to be a part of the 1%
who sacrifice to serve their coun-
try can be a huge step for anyone.
Raising your right hand and offi-
cially becoming an enlisted soldier
in the Oklahoma Army National
Guard isn’t an easy commitment,
but deciding to do so can be ex-
tremely beneficial.

The ARNG is different than the
active-duty Army. While both or-
ganizations serve the same branch
of the military, members of the
ARNG serve part-time for the
state they are enlisted in.

The part-time requirements
consist of going to the unit of as-
signment once a month during the
drill weekends. Also, a two-week
yearly training will be required
during the year.

If the state has any statewide
emergencies, then the National
Guard may be called in to assist
with them.

The National Guard’s contract
length is also longer than the ac-
tive-duty contract length. While
enlisted, an eight-year contract is
the most common. Six of those
years are active, and two years are
inactive. The inactive years are
years when a person may be called
in on an as-needed basis.

The National Guard is a great
option for college students who
have the desire to serve their coun-
try and receive many different
benefits. One of the biggest bene-
fits that people can take advantage
of is the college tuition assistance,
which can be taken advantage of
as soon as you’ve enlisted.

If you enlist and then do not
ship out to basic training for a few
months, then you can still take col-
lege classes that the Army will pay
for.

According to Zach B. Zachary,
the tuition waiver can only be used
at colleges in Oklahoma and will
cover a minimum of three credit
hours and a maximum of 18 credit
hours. Students must also maintain
good standings in school and with
the Army.

Soldiers who fail to report to
their units without notifying their
command team will receive an
absent without leave, commonly
called an AWOL, against them. If
a soldier has received more than
nine AWOLs in 12 months, he or
she will not qualify for tuition as-
sistance.

Soldiers must maintain a mini-
mum GPA of 2.0 to remain eligible
for assistance.

While enrolled in a college pro-
gram, you will also be eligible to
receive the Montgomery GI Bill.
This is a monthly allowance that
can be as much as $300 extra per
month.

This can be used toward school
expenses such as books or other
supplies, and can be used for per-
sonal expenses. Unlike the tuition
assistance program, this allowance

is automatically deposited into a
personal bank account.

These benefits won’t come
easily. Enlisted soldiers are still
required to graduate from basic
combat training at one of four
training sites: Fort Jackson, South
Carolina; Fort Sill, Oklahoma;
Fort Benning, Georgia; or Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Another requirement is grad-
uation from advanced individual
training, which is the training for
the military occupational special-
ty that was chosen on the day of
enlistment.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Army offers a wide range
of jobs, and the MOS is the cho-
sen job that the soldier wishes to
perform during his or her time en-
listed. This training can range any-
where from a few weeks to more
than a year depending on the com-
plexity of the job.

Northwestern Oklahoma State
University student Dylan Siler is
serving in the Oklahoma ARNG
and is taking advantage of the ben-
efits it offers. He said he decided
to join because it was a family tra-
dition, and so that he could receive
free college tuition.

“If you want to join, just know
that it’s something you got to com-
mit to and can’t just quit, because
that’s not how the military works,”
Siler said.

Since enlisting, Siler has ma-
tured and become more responsi-
ble in his daily life, he said. When
asked if he’s gotten to experience
anything he may not have experi-
enced without the National Guard,
he said: “I’ve gotten to shoot gre-
nade launchers and smoke screens.
I’ve also got picked up in a heli-
copter for a medevac, which was
sick.”

Joining the National Guard can
help a person financially, and it can
help grow a person’s character.

Hunter Priest is a Northwestern
student who is serving part-time in
the Army.

He said he believes that, since
joining, he has become more disci-
plined and has gained a better work
ethic. He also said he views certain
things differently, and he can react

U.S. Army photo by Tori Evans
A solider crawls through a mud pit during a training exercise in this photo.

to his surroundings faster.

Since the coronavirus pandem-
ic began, his monthly drills have
all been online, which prevents
hands-on training. He offered this
advice about joining: “Basic train-
ing is the easiest and hardest thing
you’ll ever do. Stay fully commit-
ted, and keep your mind right, and
you’ll do great. Always strive for
excellence.”

NETWORKING

The National Guard also pro-
vides networking opportunities.
Everyone in your unit will have a
civilian life and civilian job. Mak-
ing connections within the chain
of command can open up windows
of opportunity.

You never know whose civil-
ian job may be looking to hire
entry-level workers. Also, making
good connections and showing
strong work ethics can help with
promotions. Promotions are what
will help with getting the most out
of your military career.

Before joining, possible re-
cruits should know some require-
ments. There is an age requirement
of being 17 to 35 years old. Being
able to attain a passing score of 31
on the ASVAB is required. The
ASVAB determines what MOS
you can choose. The higher you
score, the more options you have.

Also, you must pass numer-
ous medical and physical screen-
ings before enlisting. The medical
portion consists of a hearing test,
vision test, urinalysis and blood
test. The physical portion will con-
sist of a short physical test with a
deadlift, seated ball-throw and
shuttle sprints.

Staying in shape and maintain-
ing your physical ability are also
important parts of being in any
military branch.

A required physical test is giv-
en each year, and if the soldier re-
ceives a failing score twice in the
same year, he or she may be re-
moved from the branch for failure
to meet requirements.

Another requirement is the
height and weight standards. You
must maintain a certain weight or
body fat percentage depending on
your age and height.

‘2  Military service offers benefits to college students
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These graphics explains various aspects of serving in the military. The above
graphic shows some of the benefits of serving in the military, which include
having multiple job opportunities and earning money to pay for college tui-
tion. The graphic below shows the number of people serving in the military.
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