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OCTOBER SURPRISE

Photos by Jordan Green

Above: Evan Wahpekeche and 
-XDQ� 'RPLQJXH]� IDOO� R൵� D� VOHG�
on a country road north of Alva 
on Monday. At right: Snow cov-
ered a decorative pumpkin at 
Northwestern President Janet 
Cunningham’s home. Classes 
were canceled at Northwestern 
on Monday and Tuesday after 
snow and ice covered the region, 
and Northwestern students spent 

their time sledding and enjoying 
the wintry weather. The snow 
came just days before Halloween, 
covering some fall decorations 
and coating the leaves of green 
trees. Though the university can-
celed fall break because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, students 
said they enjoyed an early, but 
informal, winter break. For more 
photos, see Page 6 in the News.

Students get two-day 
break after snow, ice 
cover Woods County

Criminal    
justice, 
healthcare 
measures 
on ballot

2020 ELECTION

By GEORGE SMITH
Student Reporter

Oklahomans will vote on state 
TXHVWLRQV� D൵HFWLQJ� FULPLQDO� MXV-
WLFH�DQG�KHDOWKFDUH�ZKHQ�WKH\�JR�
to the polls Nov. 3.

State Question 805, if ap-
SURYHG� E\� YRWHUV��ZLOO� ORZHU� WKH�
DPRXQW� RI� WLPH� VHUYHG� LQ� SULVRQ�
IRU� SHRSOH� FRQYLFWHG� RI� QRQYLR-
OHQW�FULPHV�E\�HQGLQJ� WKH�XVH�RI�
VHQWHQFH�HQKDQFHPHQWV�

State Question 814, if ap-
SURYHG�� ZRXOG� WDNH� SD\PHQWV� WR�
WKH� VWDWH¶V� 7REDFFR� 6HWWOHPHQW�
(QGRZPHQW�7UXVW��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�
76(7��DQG�XVH�WKDW�PRQH\�WR�KHOS�
IXQG�WKH�VWDWH¶V�UHFHQWO\�H[SDQGHG�
0HGLFDLG�SURJUDP�

WHAT IS A STATE 
QUESTION?

�³6WDWH�4XHVWLRQV�DUH�PHDVXUHV�
WR�FKDQJH�2NODKRPD� ODZV�RU� WKH�
VWDWH� FRQVWLWXWLRQ� WKDW� DSSHDU� RQ�
WKH�EDOORW�IRU�DOO�YRWHUV��7KH\�FDQ�
EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�EDOORW�E\�WKH�/HJ-
LVODWXUH�RU�E\�DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�SHWLWLRQ�
IURP�FLWL]HQV�´�D�VWDWHPHQW�RQ�WKH�
2NODKRPD�3ROLF\�,QVWLWXWH¶V�ZHE-
VLWH�UHDGV�

See QUESTIONS, Page 11

+DXQWHG�KD\�PD]H�RႇHUV�VDIH��VSRRN\�ZD\�WR�FHOHEUDWH�+DOORZHHQ

(PSOR\HHV�ZLWK�%UDGW¶V�0HQDJHULH�VHW�
XS�D�KD\�PD]H�HYHU\�\HDU�GXULQJ�WKH�IDOO��
EXW�WKH\�DGG�D�WZLVW�WR�LW�E\�KDYLQJ�D�KDXQW-
HG�KD\�PD]H�

7KH�KDXQWHG�KD\�PD]H�RFFXUV�RQO\�WKUHH�
GD\V�RXW�RI�WKH�\HDU�IURP�2FW�����WR�2FW�����
IURP���S�P��WR����S�P��HDFK�QLJKW�

-R'H�%UDGW��FR�RZQHU�RI�WKH�0HQDJHULH��
VDLG�WKH�PD]H�KDV�DERXW�������URXQG�EDOHV�
RI�KD\��2Q�7KXUVGD\��)ULGD\�DQG�6DWXUGD\�
EHIRUH� +DOORZHHQ�� HPSOR\HHV� SXW� VRPH�
³VFDUHUV´�LQ�WKH�PD]H��6KH�VDLG�WKHUH¶V�DOVR�
D�VFDYHQJHU�KXQW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PD]H�

-HUDG�%UDGW��FR�RZQHU�RI�WKH�0HQDJHULH��
VDLG�LW�WDNHV�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
WR�VHW�XS�WKH�PD]H��+H�VDLG�ZRUNHUV�KDYH�WR�
SODFH�SURSV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PD]H��LQFOXGLQJ�
D�ODUJH�FR൶Q��D�VPRNH�PDFKLQH��DQG�OLJKWV�

DQG�VRXQG�HTXLSPHQW��-R'H�%UDGW�VDLG�LW¶V�
QRW�D�KXJH�WUDQVLWLRQ��EXW�WKDW�LW�WDNHV�D�ORW�
RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�WLPH�

7KH�KDXQWHG�KD\�PD]H�FRVWV����SHU�SHU-
VRQ��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�FDSDFLW\�OLPLW��

³,I� SHRSOH� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� EHLQJ�
LQ�FORVH�TXDUWHUV��LW¶V�D�ODUJH�RXWGRRU�DUHD��
DQG�WKHUH�LV�SOHQW\�RI�URRP�WR�VSUHDG�RXW�´�
-R'H�%UDGW�VDLG��³:H�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�SDWK-
ZD\V�HYHQ�ZLGHU�WKDQ�ZH�KDYH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�
VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�GLVWDQFH�´�

-HUDG�%UDGW�VDLG�ZRUNHUV�KDYH�SXW�KDQG�
VDQLWL]HU�DW�HDFK�VWDPS�VWDWLRQ�

7KH�KDXQWHG�KD\�PD]H�LQFOXGHV�D�ORW�RI�
YROXQWHHUV�

³:H�QRUPDOO\�KDYH����WR����SHRSOH��EXW�
LW�GHSHQGV�´�-HUDG�%UDGW�VDLG��³+DOORZHHQ�
QLJKW�NLQG�RI�VFDUHV�XV�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�YROXQ-
WHHUV��6HYHUDO�RI�RXU�YROXQWHHUV�DUH�DGXOWV��
DQG�WKH\�ZDQW� WR�JR� WULFN�RU�WUHDWLQJ�ZLWK�
WKHLU�NLGV�´

See HAY MAZE, Page 3

By NICK DILL
Student Reporter

CHECK YES OR NO
Woods County voters will vote 
whether to raise property taxes to 
fund EMS services.
PAGE 3
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Find out where, when and how to vote in the Nov. 3 presidential election

LOCAL BALLOT NATIONAL BALLOT

Voters across the nation will head to the 
polls Nov. 3 to elect the United States pres-
LGHQW�DQG�RWKHU�JRYHUQPHQW�R൶FLDOV�DFURVV�
the nation. Here’s some basic information 
about when to vote, where to vote and what 
names will be on the ballot.

EARLY VOTING

Early voting is open Thursday and Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Early voting is conducted 
DW�WKH�:RRGV�&RXQW\�(OHFWLRQ�%RDUG�R൶FH�
in the county courthouse. 

ELECTION DAY

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Nov. 3. Lines are possible at peak voting 
times. 

Wait times will likely be shortest mid-
morning and mid-afternoon. Anyone in 
line to vote at 7 p.m. will be allowed to cast 
a ballot.

CHECKING REGISTRATION

Those who need to look up their polling 
place or verify their registration can access 
the information on the Oklahoma State 
Election Board’s website: http://www.elec-
tions.ok.gov. 

Those who vote by mail can also check 
the status of their ballots using the online 
voter tool. 

Sample ballots are available at the coun-

W\� HOHFWLRQ� ERDUG� R൶FH� DQG� RQ� WKH� VWDWH�
website under the “voter tools” tab.

ID REQUIREMENTS

Oklahoma law requires every voter 
who votes in-person at the precinct polling 
place or during early voting at the county 
election board to show proof of identity be-
fore receiving a ballot. 

There are three ways for voters to prove 
their identity under the law (only one form 
is required): a valid photo ID issued by a 
federal, state, or tribal government; the 
IUHH�YRWHU� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�FDUG�LVVXHG�WR�HY-
ery voter by the county election board; or a 

VLJQHG�D൶GDYLW���,I�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
D൶GDYLW�PDWFKHV�R൶FLDO�YRWHU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�
records, the ballot will be counted after 
Election Day.) 

To obtain a new voter ID card, call 580-
327-1452.

DISABLED VOTERS

Polling places have accommodations 
for: physically disabled voters who can-
not enter the polling place; those who need 
help marking their ballots; blind or visually 
disabled voters; and illiterate voters. 

They may be assisted by a person the 

voter chooses. In all cases, a person provid-
ing such assistance may not be the voter’s 
employer, an agent of the employer, or an 
R൶FHU�RU�DJHQW�RI�WKH�YRWHU¶V�XQLRQ��

A person providing assistance also must 
VZHDU�RU�D൶UP�WKDW�WKH�YRWHU¶V�EDOORWV�ZLOO�
be marked in accordance with the voter’s 
wishes. 

Alternatively, all blind, visually im-
paired, and physically disabled voters in 
Woods County may use the audio-tactile 
LQWHUIDFH�� 7KLV� LV� D� IHDWXUH� R൵HUHG� RQ� DOO�
Oklahoma voting devices during early vot-
ing and during Election Day.

I’VE MOVED

Voters who have moved since the last 
election, but who have not transferred their 
voter registration to their new address, may 
do so on Election Day by going to vote at 
the polling place where their registration 
has been in the past. 

:KLOH�YRWLQJ�� WKH\�PD\�¿OO� RXW� D� IRUP�
instructing the county election board to 
transfer their registration to the new ad-
dress before the next election.

DON’T CHEAT

Any violation of election law will be 
reported to the proper law enforcement 
authorities. Electioneering is not allowed 
within 300 feet of a ballot box.

Photo by Jordan Green 
$Q�$PHULFDQ�ÀDJ�ZDYHV�DW�WKH�$OYD�0XQLFLSDO�&HPHWHU\�LQ�WKLV�1RYHPEHU������¿OH�SKRWR�

WHERE DO I 
GO TO VOTE?
LOCAL POLLING 

PLACES:

The polling places 
that will be open are 
based on ZIP codes. 
They are as follows:
������� Northwest 

Technology Center
760002: Waynoka 

Housing Authority
760003: The Home-

stead
760004: Dacoma 

Community Center
760005: Alva City 

Hall
760008: Freedom 

Methodist Church
Check the bottom 

left-hand corner of 
your voter ID card to 
¿QG�\RXU�SROOLQJ�SODFH�
location.

All mail-in absen-
tee ballots must be 
received in the elec-
WLRQ� ERDUG¶V� R൶FH� RQ�
or before Nov. 3 to be 
counted.

2020 ELECTION
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LIFE-SAVING VOTE?
Woods County voters will decide whether to raise taxes, create EMS district

Woods County voters will de-
cide on Nov. 3 whether to supple-
ment funds to all emergency med-
ical service stations in the county.

A proposal to establish a 522 
EMS district in Woods County is 
on the ballot this year. Since 1976, 
522 EMS districts in Oklahoma 
can be formed from a school dis-
trict, incorporated city or town or 
county. 

These districts, named after 
Oklahoma State Question 522, 
which allowed for their forma-
tion, may then establish an annu-
al recurring ad valorem tax levy 
of not more than three mills per 
dollar of assessed valuation of all 
taxable property in the district for 
EMS operations.

If the proposal passes, begin-
ning during the 2021 tax year, 
Woods County property owners 
would supplement funds to all 
three EMS stations: Alva, Free-
dom and Waynoka. 

This tax is an addition to the 
current property taxes in the 
county, and will recur every year 
until a proposition to repeal it ap-
pears on a future ballot. 

Why should any NWOSU 
students care? Students or facul-
ty that don’t pay taxes in Woods 
&RXQW\� DUHQ¶W� D൵HFWHG�� %XW� IRU�
those who live here or plan to 
stay after graduation, this vote is 
important. 

Julie Dennis, director of Alva 
EMS, is a member of a task force 
that came together to get this 
proposal on the ballot. She and 
the other members of the task 
force say this tax will provide a 
constant funding stream that will 
SURYLGH� ¿QDQFLDO� ÀH[LELOLW\� WR�
all three EMS stations, while si-
multaneously creating a funding 
mechanism for capital improve-
ments and updates. 

7KH�SURSRVDO�ZRXOG�DOVR�R൵HU�
improved control and better coor-
dination and cooperation.  

³,W�ZLOO� HQVXUH�PRUH� H൵HFWLYH�
coverage for our service,” Den-
nis said. “With the current trend 
of the state regulations increasing 

the needs and requirements to be 
met to maintain current license … 
this would produce and provide a 
mechanism in which we could 
potentially purchase that equip-
ment that we need.”

Each EMS district in the coun-
W\� LV� GL൵HUHQW�� $OYD� (06� LV� D�
full-time, paid ambulance service 
funded by a percentage of the city 
sales tax and EMS charges after 
ambulance runs. They average 
1000 runs each year. 

Waynoka EMS is a paid vol-
unteer service, which means their 
EMTs get paid a small amount 
for covering shifts funded by city 
sales tax, EMS charges, and a 
mandatory subscription on Way-
noka residents’ utility bills. Way-
noka EMS had approximately 
200 runs last year. 

Freedom EMS is a volunteer 
service. Paramedics don’t get 
paid, patients are not charged for 
EMS runs and any funding the 
EMS service receives is from do-
nations or fundraising. They had 
about 50 runs last year. 

If the proposal passes, the tax 

would generate approximately 
$645,000 annually. The Woods 
County commissioners would 
nominate three individuals from 
each EMS station to serve on a 
board to oversee allocation of 
these funds to each EMS district. 

“It’ll have to be a joint venture 
between the cities and this board,” 
said Randy McMurphy, chair of 
the Woods County Commission-
ers. McMurphy said the board 
will not have any administrative 
power over the EMS stations. 

“I’m not this board,” he said. 
“It’s just an oversight to see that 
the funds are spent right where 
they need to be spent.”

Dennis reiterated that each 
EMS station would still be oper-
ated independently.

“How (the proposal) is written, 
it would form an EMS district, 
not a county-wide EMS service,” 
Dennis said. “That district is a 
special taxation district that will 
contract with the existing agen-
cies that are providing coverage 
in that area.” 

However, the board would 

provide an opportunity for all 
three stations to help each other. 

“It will allow us to see exact-
ly where there might be a short-
fall in another service,” Dennis 
said. “If there’s a shortfall there, 
it might allow for us the oppor-
tunity to step up and help them 
in that area, or vice-versa. Hav-
ing people come together on the 
board can never hurt because 
we’re coming together to discuss 
the mutual issues. And I mean, 
the only thing that can come from 
that is increased coordination and 
cooperation.”

The constant funding stream 
the 522 district tax levy would 
provide gives the three EMS sta-
WLRQV�VRPH�EUHDWKLQJ�URRP�¿QDQ-
cially.

³,W� JLYHV� XV� PRUH� ÀH[LELOL-
ty,” Dennis said. “We have the 
ability to put more money into 
equipment and more money into 
a person. We have the ability to 
put more money into training, 
those types of things. It allows 
the coordination and cooperation 
that we already have among three 

services to function better and 
PRUH� H൶FLHQWO\� EHFDXVH� ZH¶UH�
QRW�VWUXJJOLQJ�¿QDQFLDOO\�´

Supporters of the 522 proposal 
say the constant revenue from the 
mill levy will help stabilize unpre-
dictable sales tax funds. 

“We may have $300,000 in 
sales tax one month, but we may 
only have $150,000 the next 
month,” Dennis said. “It’s not a 
constant, steady stream. What 
this tax is going to do is to help us 
plan for the future. We will have 
a good estimate from now going 
forward.”

“It’s a really small amount to 
pay for a service,” McMurphy 
said.

COST TO TAXPAYERS

According to Woods County 
$VVHVVRU�5HQHWWD�%HQVRQ��WKHUH�LV�
a simple equation to calculate the 
additional taxes a property own-
er will pay. The current assessed 
value of the property, multiplied 
by .003 ($3.00 of every $1,000 of 
assessed property value is taxed) 
equals the yearly increase in taxes 
for the property owner. 

The assessed value of real es-
tate property like land and struc-
tures attached to that land is cal-
culated by multiplying the market 
value of the property by the as-
sessment rate of 11.5% (.115). 
Personal property is assessed at a 
rate of 12% (.12). 

For example, if the assessed 
value of a real estate property is 
$50,000, the additional tax the 
property owner would pay is 
$17.25. If the assessed value of 
their personal property is also 
$50,000, the additional tax would 
be $18.00, for a grand total of 
$35.25.

The position of the opposition 
to the 522 EMS district tax is sim-
SOH��1R�PRUH�WD[HV��%XW�0F0XU-
phy counters.

“I don’t like more taxes either, 
but I do like to know when I am 
paying taxes where it’s going,” 
McMurphy said. “The best way 
I can put it…who would want 
to send their kids to college at 
Northwestern if there wasn’t an 
ambulance service available?”

%\�SEAN DOHERTY
Student Reporter

Photo by Michelle Willson
A sign encouraging Woods County voters to support a proposal creating a county EMS district is shown in the 
foreground, while a sign urging voters to vote against the proposal is shown in the background in this photo.

Continued from Page 1
-HUDG�%UDGW� VDLG�RQH�TXHVWLRQ�

he gets all the time is whether the 
maze is appropriate for young 
children, especially children 
around the age of 6. He said the 
answer depends on the child.

“There are some people that 
say, ‘Oh, that wasn’t even scary,’ 
and that’s OK because maybe 
you’re watching some really 
freaky movies, and so you’re not 

scared by these things,” JoDe 
%UDGW�VDLG�

-HUDG�%UDGW� VDLG� KH� OLNHV� WKDW�
KLV� IDPLO\�KDV� WKH�PD]H� WR�R൵HU��
He said Alva has had haunted 
houses in the past, but they have 
DOO�¿]]OHG�RXW��

-R'H� %UDGW� DJUHHG�� 6KH� VDLG�
it’s fun to see the costumes come 
through the hay maze. 

“We are blessed that people 
want to come out,” she said.

HAY MAZE: Bradt’s Menagerie event made possible by volunteers

File photo

At left, the hay 
maze at Bradt’s 
Menagerie is 
shown in this 
aerial photo 
taken from a 
drone in fall 2019.
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Merry Halloween?

Photo by Jordan Green
The Ranger statue was covered with a light dusting of snow on Monday.

Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche
3ODQWV�DQG�ÀRZHUV�DURXQG�FDPSXV�ZHUH�VWLOO�JUHHQ�ZKHQ�VQRZ�IHOO�ODWH�6XQGD\�QLJKW�DQG�HDUO\�0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ�

Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche
3ODQWV�DQG�ÀRZHUV�DURXQG�FDPSXV�ZHUH�VWLOO�JUHHQ�ZKHQ�
VQRZ�IHOO�ODWH�6XQGD\�QLJKW�DQG�HDUO\�0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ�

Photo by Jordan Green
$�WUXFN�GULYHV�RQ�VQRZ�FRYHUHG�2NODKRPD�%RXOHYDUG�RQ�
Monday after street crews sanded and salted Alva roads.

$�XQLYHUVLW\�PDLQWHQDQFH�ZRUNHU�XVHV�D�VNLG�VWHHU�WR�FOHDU�VQRZ�RQ�VLGHZDONV�QHDU�5\HUVRQ�+DOO�RQ�7XHVGD\�

Campus glistens and students play in late October snow

Photo by Jordan Green
5DQJHUV�1RDK�5RGULJXH]�DQG�6WHYHQ�6KLQ�ULGH�D�VOHG�WRZHG�E\�D�SLFNXS�WUXFN�0RQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�RQ�D�FRXQWU\�URDG�QRUWK�RI�$OYD�

Photo by Dacoda McDowell-Wahpekeche

0LOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�RႇHUV�EHQH¿WV�WR�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV

It’s 4:30 a.m. Lights turn on, 
DQG� \HOOV� IURP� GULOO� VHUJHDQWV� ¿OO�
the bay. This is what trainees ex-
SHULHQFH� RQ� WKH� ¿UVW� PRUQLQJ� RI�
basic training.

Deciding to be a part of the 1% 
ZKR�VDFUL¿FH� WR�VHUYH� WKHLU�FRXQ-
try can be a huge step for anyone. 
5DLVLQJ� \RXU� ULJKW� KDQG� DQG� R൶-
cially becoming an enlisted soldier 
in the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard isn’t an easy commitment, 
but deciding to do so can be ex-
WUHPHO\�EHQH¿FLDO�

7KH�$51*�LV�GL൵HUHQW�WKDQ�WKH�
DFWLYH�GXW\�$UP\��:KLOH�ERWK�RU-
JDQL]DWLRQV�VHUYH�WKH�VDPH�EUDQFK�
of the military, members of the 
$51*� VHUYH� SDUW�WLPH� IRU� WKH�
state they are enlisted in. 

The part-time requirements 
consist of going to the unit of as-
signment once a month during the 
drill weekends. Also, a two-week 
yearly training will be required 
during the year. 

If the state has any statewide 
emergencies, then the National 
Guard may be called in to assist 
with them.

The National Guard’s contract 
length is also longer than the ac-
WLYH�GXW\� FRQWUDFW� OHQJWK�� :KLOH�
enlisted, an eight-year contract is 
the most common. Six of those 
\HDUV�DUH�DFWLYH��DQG�WZR�\HDUV�DUH�
LQDFWLYH�� 7KH� LQDFWLYH� \HDUV� DUH�
years when a person may be called 
in on an as-needed basis.

The National Guard is a great 
option for college students who 
KDYH�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�VHUYH�WKHLU�FRXQ-
WU\� DQG� UHFHLYH� PDQ\� GL൵HUHQW�
EHQH¿WV��2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�EHQH-
¿WV�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�
of is the college tuition assistance, 
ZKLFK� FDQ� EH� WDNHQ� DGYDQWDJH� RI�
DV�VRRQ�DV�\RX¶YH�HQOLVWHG��

If you enlist and then do not 
ship out to basic training for a few 
months, then you can still take col-
lege classes that the Army will pay 
for.

According to Zach B. Zachary, 
WKH�WXLWLRQ�ZDLYHU�FDQ�RQO\�EH�XVHG�
at colleges in Oklahoma and will 
FRYHU� D� PLQLPXP� RI� WKUHH� FUHGLW�
hours and a maximum of 18 credit 
hours. Students must also maintain 
good standings in school and with 
the Army. 

Soldiers who fail to report to 
their units without notifying their 
FRPPDQG� WHDP� ZLOO� UHFHLYH� DQ�
DEVHQW� ZLWKRXW� OHDYH�� FRPPRQO\�
FDOOHG�DQ�$:2/��DJDLQVW�WKHP��,I�
D� VROGLHU� KDV� UHFHLYHG� PRUH� WKDQ�
QLQH�$:2/V�LQ����PRQWKV��KH�RU�
she will not qualify for tuition as-
sistance. 

Soldiers must maintain a mini-
PXP�*3$�RI�����WR�UHPDLQ�HOLJLEOH�
for assistance. 

:KLOH�HQUROOHG�LQ�D�FROOHJH�SUR-
gram, you will also be eligible to 
UHFHLYH� WKH�0RQWJRPHU\� *,� %LOO��
This is a monthly allowance that 
can be as much as $300 extra per 
month. 

This can be used toward school 
expenses such as books or other 
supplies, and can be used for per-
sonal expenses. Unlike the tuition 
assistance program, this allowance 

is automatically deposited into a 
personal bank account.

7KHVH� EHQH¿WV� ZRQ¶W� FRPH�
easily. Enlisted soldiers are still 
required to graduate from basic 
combat training at one of four 
training sites: Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina; Fort Sill, Oklahoma; 
Fort Benning, Georgia; or Fort 
/HRQDUG�:RRG��0LVVRXUL�

Another requirement is grad-
XDWLRQ� IURP� DGYDQFHG� LQGLYLGXDO�
training, which is the training for 
the military occupational special-
ty that was chosen on the day of 
enlistment. 

-2%�23325781,7,(6

7KH�$UP\�R൵HUV� D�ZLGH� UDQJH�
RI� MREV�� DQG� WKH�026� LV� WKH�FKR-
sen job that the soldier wishes to 
perform during his or her time en-
listed. This training can range any-
where from a few weeks to more 
than a year depending on the com-
plexity of the job.

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
8QLYHUVLW\� VWXGHQW� '\ODQ� 6LOHU� LV�
VHUYLQJ� LQ� WKH� 2NODKRPD� $51*�
DQG�LV�WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�EHQ-
H¿WV� LW� R൵HUV��+H� VDLG�KH�GHFLGHG�
to join because it was a family tra-
GLWLRQ��DQG�VR�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�UHFHLYH�
free college tuition. 

“If you want to join, just know 
that it’s something you got to com-
mit to and can’t just quit, because 
that’s not how the military works,” 
Siler said. 

Since enlisting, Siler has ma-
tured and become more responsi-
EOH�LQ�KLV�GDLO\�OLIH��KH�VDLG��:KHQ�
asked if he’s gotten to experience 
DQ\WKLQJ�KH�PD\�QRW�KDYH�H[SHUL-
enced without the National Guard, 
KH�VDLG��³,¶YH�JRWWHQ�WR�VKRRW�JUH-
nade launchers and smoke screens. 
,¶YH� DOVR�JRW�SLFNHG�XS� LQ� D�KHOL-
FRSWHU� IRU� D�PHGHYDF��ZKLFK�ZDV�
sick.” 

Joining the National Guard can 
KHOS�D�SHUVRQ�¿QDQFLDOO\��DQG�LW�FDQ�
help grow a person’s character.

+XQWHU�3ULHVW�LV�D�1RUWKZHVWHUQ�
VWXGHQW�ZKR�LV�VHUYLQJ�SDUW�WLPH�LQ�
the Army. 

+H�VDLG�KH�EHOLHYHV� WKDW�� VLQFH�
joining, he has become more disci-
plined and has gained a better work 
HWKLF��+H�DOVR�VDLG�KH�YLHZV�FHUWDLQ�
WKLQJV�GL൵HUHQWO\��DQG�KH�FDQ�UHDFW�

to his surroundings faster. 
6LQFH�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�SDQGHP-

LF� EHJDQ�� KLV�PRQWKO\� GULOOV� KDYH�
DOO� EHHQ� RQOLQH�� ZKLFK� SUHYHQWV�
KDQGV�RQ�WUDLQLQJ��+H�R൵HUHG�WKLV�
DGYLFH�DERXW�MRLQLQJ��³%DVLF�WUDLQ-
ing is the easiest and hardest thing 
\RX¶OO�HYHU�GR��6WD\�IXOO\�FRPPLW-
ted, and keep your mind right, and 
\RX¶OO�GR�JUHDW��$OZD\V�VWULYH� IRU�
excellence.”

1(7:25.,1*

The National Guard also pro-
YLGHV� QHWZRUNLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV��
(YHU\RQH�LQ�\RXU�XQLW�ZLOO�KDYH�D�
FLYLOLDQ�OLIH�DQG�FLYLOLDQ�MRE��0DN-
ing connections within the chain 
of command can open up windows 
of opportunity. 

<RX� QHYHU� NQRZ� ZKRVH� FLYLO-
ian job may be looking to hire 
HQWU\�OHYHO�ZRUNHUV��$OVR��PDNLQJ�
good connections and showing 
strong work ethics can help with 
promotions. Promotions are what 
will help with getting the most out 
of your military career.

Before joining, possible re-
cruits should know some require-
ments. There is an age requirement 
of being 17 to 35 years old. Being 
able to attain a passing score of 31 
on the ASVAB is required. The 
$69$%� GHWHUPLQHV� ZKDW� 026�
you can choose. The higher you 
VFRUH��WKH�PRUH�RSWLRQV�\RX�KDYH�

Also, you must pass numer-
ous medical and physical screen-
ings before enlisting. The medical 
portion consists of a hearing test, 
YLVLRQ� WHVW�� XULQDO\VLV� DQG� EORRG�
test. The physical portion will con-
sist of a short physical test with a 
deadlift, seated ball-throw and 
shuttle sprints. 

Staying in shape and maintain-
ing your physical ability are also 
important parts of being in any 
military branch. 

$�UHTXLUHG�SK\VLFDO�WHVW�LV�JLY-
en each year, and if the soldier re-
FHLYHV�D�IDLOLQJ�VFRUH�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�
same year, he or she may be re-
PRYHG�IURP�WKH�EUDQFK�IRU�IDLOXUH�
to meet requirements. 

Another requirement is the 
height and weight standards. You 
must maintain a certain weight or 
body fat percentage depending on 
your age and height.

By 6+$1121�1(66(5$//$
Student Reporter
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